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fied offices in the service, including fourth class postmasters.

When Harrison became President he extended the time
for enforcing Cleveland's order in regard to the inclusion
of railway mail service employees for so long a period that
before it went into effect nearly all Democratic employees
had been removed.

When Eoosevelt entered upon his duties, on May 13,1889,
the situation of affairs in the Commission was one quite
satisfactory to the politicians. There had been at the time
of his appointment only a single member of the Commis-
sion. One had resigned in October, 1888, and one had been
removed in February, 1889. The work of the Commission,
which had been dallying on in a merely perfunctory man-
ner, had come to virtual stagnation. The appropriation
for it was quite inadequate for effective service, and the
salary of a Commissioner, which had been fixed purposely
at $3,500, was so small as to give reasonable assurance that
no one with an alarming amount of ability or force would
be likely to accept the position. The contingency of a
young man of private means, with a patriotic desire to per-
form useful public service, as was the case with Eoosevelt,
being willing to accept such a place, had not been foreseen.
During the six years of the law's existence its enforcement
had been quite uniformly so gentle that the business of
practical politics had not been seriously disturbed. The
various Commissions had been composed of men of quiet
disposition and mature years, whose natural inclination was
to follow the lines of least resistance in all matters of policy.
They were affected more or less by the attitude of both the
politicians and the public generally toward the law as being
not a real law but a kind of sentimental proposition put
forth to please a lot of "fool reformers." For many years
declarations in the national platforms of both political
parties had been composed and adopted on this basis alone.
The law of 1883 had been passed with the same general idea
in the minds even of those who had voted for it. It would
serve as a sop for a few "long-haired cranks/* and would
amount to nothing in practise.